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Foreword by the Eaga
Charitable Trust

It was a delight for me to speak at the
Parliamentary reception in Edinburgh in March
2017 which marked the start of the third
gathering of the Fuel Poverty Research
Network.

In a very short lifetime to date, the Network has
thrust itself to the forefront of developments in
fuel poverty research. Already the Network
plays a crucial networking and knowledge
exchange role in this area of research.
Researchers across many disciplines have
come together to form an impressive
organisation that offers a very effective
platform for sharing emergent research on
tackling fuel poverty.

At Eaga Charitable Trust we are pleased to be
associated with the Fuel Poverty Research
Network. Our Trust is much more than a grant
distributor — we act as a hub, a specialist in our
field and provide vital support and catalytic
services. As the only remaining grant-giving
trust that is dedicated to supporting fuel
poverty research, we combine research, policy
and practice in a unique manner. The work that
we support is invariably rigorous, speculative,
innovative and ahead of the curve. Our
research has contributed knowledge and
solutions which are making a difference to
people’s lives in households all over the UK.

An important objective of the Trust has always
been to help provide a robust evidence-base
for policy-makers whether at national, regional
or local level. As part of our commitment to this
objective, and | am particularly proud of this,
we are committed to supporting young
researchers working in the area of fuel poverty.
We have provided support in part by awarding
bursaries to MSc students and, from 2017
onwards, we intend to offer grants also to PhD
students. By these awards of bursaries, we
want to enable students to study topics linked
to fuel poverty and energy efficiency, thus
keeping these subjects firmly on the research
agenda.

Last year, 2016, for the first time, we extended
our support of early career researchers by
helping to bring together early career

researchers (ECRs) from across Europe. We
awarded bursaries for attending a symposium
at the University of Manchester followed by
exhibiting at the Annual Conference of National
Energy Action. This was so well received by
ECRs and those attending NEA’s Conference
that we plan to do the same again in
Nottingham in 2017.

Our aim with such initiatives is to strengthen
the existing multidisciplinary network of
researchers from across Europe and to help
foster a new generation of scholars and
practitioners in this field. In this we feel that we
and the Fuel Poverty Research Network are
natural allies. We each complement the
valuable work of the other. | look forward to
continuing this mutually beneficial collaboration

in the future ,
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David Kidney
Chief Executive, Eaga Charitible Trust
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1. Introduction

The FPRN was launched in April 2016
following several months of informal discussion
between a number of key fuel poverty
researchers and research users. The initiative
was jointly conceived by researchers from
Sheffield Hallam University and the University
of Sheffield, who were quickly joined by
colleagues from the University of Salford.
These Universities continue to coordinate the
activities of the network whilst taking direction
from FPRN members at every opportunity.

The FPRN has now reached the end of its first
year and the purpose of this short report is to
take stock of the network at this key juncture,
to reflect on its achievements during its first
year and to set out planned activities and an
outline strategy for the year ahead.

We welcome feedback from all FPRN
members and prospective members in relation
to the future direction of the network and hope
that this report provides a stimulus for
discussion and debate in relation to this.

Aimee Ambrose speaks about Fuel Poverty in
England at our Edinburgh event

We would also like to take this opportunity to
reiterate that we remain very much open to the
expansion of the coordination group and
welcome approaches from members who may
wish to get involved in network coordination,
including those outside of academia. In this
vein, the coordination team would like to
emphasise that - although currently
coordinated by academics - the network exists
for everyone involved in the production and
application of fuel poverty research and that
the increasing diversity of the network is one of
its greatest strengths.

In essence, we are very proud of what the
network has been able to achieve in its first
year and the feedback we receive from
members provides a clear indication that the
network offers a much needed and valued
space for all those working towards the
eradication of fuel poverty to come together.

L) )

EnAct and Bombay Flying Club at our Salford
MediaCity event
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The FPRN was established by three
researchers who were concerned with different
aspects of the interaction between people,
homes and energy. Reflecting these concerns,
the work of the FPRN is underpinned by four
core principles:

Collaborating: creating opportunities for
collaborative working within and between
sectors in order to promote a stronger
collective voice and increase the potential
for impact

Uniting policy, practice and academia in
pursuit of the alleviation and eventual
eradication of fuel poverty
Disseminating and communicating fuel
poverty research and intelligence to peers
and end users

Impacting: maximising opportunities for

informing and shaping policy and practice.

The network was formed in response to the
fact that there was no single forum where the
producers and users of fuel poverty research
and intelligence could come together to pursue
their shared aims. There were and remain sub-
sets of existing learned societies and
associations dedicated to fuel poverty or the
study of domestic energy more broadly, but
these groups tend to be focussed on either the
academic or the policy perspective, or on
developing developing greater understanding
of both across specific geographical contexts.

The FPRN seeks to unite these two
communities and indeed all of those with an
interest in the resolution of fuel poverty, with
the aim of promoting constructive and creative
dialogue and creating an environment
conducive to securing policy impact and
positive change.

The network now comprises well over 100
members from across the academic, policy,
voluntary and community and private sectors.
The network mainly operates within the UK but
has attracted membership from the
Netherlands, Australia and New Zealand and
continues to expand internationally.

Membership is free and our members benefit
from first refusal on events which are later
opened to a wider audience; two members-
only network wide events every year; advance
notice of new research and publications and
access to the FPRN mailing list through which
they can circulate information and
announcements or canvass opinion.

In the future, it is envisaged that the FPRN will
become a key mechanism for narrowing the
gap between academics, policy makers and
practitioners that share an interest in bringing
fuel poverty to an end. It is also our intention
for the FPRN to play a key role in creatively
and engagingly communicating fuel poverty
research and intelligence to a wider, non-
specialist audience including the media and
the public.

The FPRN is still evolving in terms of its aims,
purpose and composition and is guided by its
members, ensuring that the network remains

responsive to their needs and aspirations.

3.1 Events

During the first year, the network has hosted
three separate events, with each attended by
30-40 delegates. These events all offered
opportunities to input into the role and purpose
of the network, make connections with other
producers and users of fuel poverty research,
disseminate research, good practice and policy
developments and think critically and creatively
about research priorities and directions in the
field.




® FPRN #1: The Launch, University of
Sheffield, April 2016

® FPRN #2: Telling the Story of Fuel
Poverty, University of Salford, October
2016

m FPRN #3: Fuel Poverty in Scotland,
Edinburgh, March 2017

FPRN #1 focussed on testing the need and
demand for the network and shaping its
purpose through a Ketso interactive exercise,
which identified key priorities for the network in
its first year. There was also an opportunity for
members to share their relevant research
through a series of 5 minute 'lightening talks'.

FPRN #2 featured a workshop run by FPRN in
conjunction with communications consultants
from Creative Concern on encouraging more
creative thinking about how we communicate
fuel poverty research to particular target
audiences. Photographer lan Beesley also
attended and presented his work (with poet lan
Macmillan) on fuel poverty. There was also a
keynote presentation from Professor Angela
Tod on her use of Pen Portraits to convey lived
experiences of fuel poverty and a policy update
from the Association of Local Government
Energy Officers. Presentations were also given
on fuel poverty initiatives in Greater
Manchester.

FPRN#3 was held in Edinburgh and comprised
of two parts. The first part involved a reception
hosted by MSP Andy Wightman of the Green
Party at The Scottish Parliament (Holyrood)
where three FPRN members (David Kidney of
Eaga Charitable Trust, Aimee Ambrose of SHU
and Keith Baker of GCU) gave presentations to
MSPs including the Minister for Local
Government and Housing, Kevin Stewart.
Many FPRN members were present and had
the opportunity to discuss fuel poverty with
ministers. The second part of the event was a
daylong conference featuring presentations
from a variety of practitioners, policy makers
and academics operating in Scotland, as well
as some focussed on the UK more broadly.

FPRN#4 is being planned at the time of
writing. It will take place in the North
East of England in Autumn 2017.

Scott Restrick on Energy Action Scotland speaking
at our Edinburgh event

Discussions at the Scottish parliament
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3.2 Associated events

In addition to these core FPRN events, the
network has also hosted a number of one off
seminars and events during its first year,
including:

In September 2016, Dr Janet Stephenson
visited Sheffield Hallam University and
gave a seminar on the Energy Cultures
framework emerging from the University
of Otago, NZ

In November 2016, Dr Graeme Sherriff
and Danielle Butler hosted a seminar at
the University of Salford as part of the
ESRC festival of social science to discuss
approaches to addressing fuel poverty by
working with the health sector.

In November 2016 Dr Aimee Ambrose
and Dr Lindsey McCarthy hosted an
event on fuel poverty in the Private
Rented Sector where they presented
research on this topic to 30 delegates,
many of whom were FPRN members

In November 2016, Dr Aimee Ambrose
ran an event (under the auspices of the
FPRN) as part of the Economic and
Social Research Council's Festival of
Social Science entitled: Heating Histories:
telling the story of how we used to keep
warm. The event collected oral histories
of Sheffield residents' early memories of
how their families heated the home and
kept warm in their childhood and younger
year and assessed the extent to which
these experiences were influencing
heating practices in adulthood.

In May 2017, Dr Stephen Berry and Dr
Trivess Moore will visit Sheffield Hallam
University and the University of Salford to
research and talk about low energy
housing and its potential in relation to the
alleviation of fuel poverty.

3.3 Web presence and social media

The FPRN website: It was agreed at the
first meeting of the network in April 2016
that the development of a web presence
should be a priority for the network. A
Wordpress site was launched in May
2016. So far it features our 'mission
statement', profiles of coordination group
members and material from FPRN events
one to three, our Twitter feed and a link to
sign up to our mailing list. New features
and content are currently under
development.

Twitter presence: the FPRN Twitter
account is used to tweet throughout
FPRN events and to communicate news,
opportunities, events, publications and
other achievements of network members
in-between events. Currently the account
has 297 followers. Activity linked to the
account is increasing and in the last
month alone has attracted 1231 profile
views and approximately 1000 views per
month for 2017.

JISCmail list: used by the committee and
members to share publications, news,
successes, opportunities for collaboration,
employment and study. Any member of
the list can use it to communicate with the
network. 119 people currently subscribe.
The email list is widely used by members
and has generated 95 posts in total since
its launch in May 2016.




3.4 Publication opportunities

Aimee Ambrose and Rob Marchand are
currently acting as Guest Editors for a Special
issue of the international journal: Indoor and
Built Environment published by Sage. The
issue focuses on exploring methods for
researching fuel poverty and will feature
articles from a number of FPRN members. We
expect the special issue to be published in
Summer 2017. We hope that other special
issues will follow in the future, offering FPRN
members additional opportunities to publish
their research.

In the future we would like to continue to create
publications opportunities for members and
would particularly like to broker writing
partnerships between academic and non-
academic members to increase the diversity of
people publishing in this field.

Membership of the network currently stands at
117, including:

over 60 members of academic institutions
over 50 members from policy and
practice

eight members from academic institutions
outside of the UK, including RMIT,
Melbourne, The University of South
Australia, The University of Otago, NZ
and TU Delft in the Netherlands
representatives of key UK policy
organisations including the Department of
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
(BEIS), Scottish Government and the
National Health Service, as well as many
local authorities

representatives of key UK policy shaping
and lobbying organisations such as
National Energy Action, Energy Action
Scotland, Citizens Advice and the Eaga
Charitable Trust.

5.1 Planned activities for remainder of
2017/18

Training on securing policy impact by
engaging with constituents and MPs-
facilitated by Hope for the Future. Autumn
2017

FPRN#4 to be hosted by National Energy
Action and partners in North East
England in Autumn 2017. The exact focus
is yet to be agreed but may examine the
relationship between fuel poverty and
other forms of poverty.

FPRN#5 in Bristol - to be hosted by
Centre for Sustainable Energy. Spring
2018.

5.2 Possible future activities 2018/19

Forging new research collaborations:
consider running a Sandpit event in
2018/19. Funding would need to be
secured for the strongest projects to
emerge from the event. Modest
registration fees would need to be
charged.

Building international links in the
context of Brexit, FPRN is keen to play a
role in the promotion of continuing
international collaboration in relation to
fuel poverty. In support of this aim,
FPRN#6 could be held outside of the UK.
We may also consider brokering closer
links with the communities of fuel poverty
researchers and research users outside
of Europe, exploiting existing links with
colleagues in Australia and New Zealand.

Provision of regular policy updates:
we are currently scoping the possibility of
working with the Association of Local




Energy Officers to provide a regular
digest of news, projects, publications and
policy developments for members.

Secure streams or workshops at
international conferences: in 2017/18
we hope to promote the work of the
network and its members and place fuel
poverty firmly on the agenda at major
conferences such as the Royal
Geographic Society, European Network
of Housing Researchers, the Energy
Research and Social Science Conference
and the American Association of
Geographers. We will also seek to
identify relevant practitioner conferences
to develop a fuel poverty stream.

5.3 Strengths of the network to preserve
and develop

Diversity of membership: members tell
us they value the diverse membership of
the network and the range of

perspectives represented at our events,
including organisations from academia
and the public and third sectors. However,
we will - in the coming year - be working
to diversify membership further (see 5.4).

Maintain the interactive format of
events, whilst also creating opportunities
for dissemination and laying the
foundations for policy impact.

Creation of publication opportunities:
consider an edited collection (book) which
includes contributions from non-
academics and collaborations between
academics and non-academics. Consider
a Special Issue in Energy Policy, perhaps
examining the complex dynamics of the
fuel poverty problem. Other ideas include
a special issue on lessons from the 40+
year history of fuel poverty research.

Policy updates and digests: the fuel
poverty policy landscape is fast evolving
and there is huge variation in fuel poverty
alleviation initiatives across the country.
Members tell us they appreciate policy
updates and feedback on the
effectiveness of different approaches to
alleviation that are shared at FPRN
events. We will therefore look to include
policy digests, sharing of good practice,
and lessons from policy and practice at all
of our events. Our links to the Association
of Local Government Energy Officers
(ALEO) will support us in this aim.

5.4 Areas for development/risks:

Help members to justify their
attendance at events and the associated
costs by providing a clear articulation of
the benefits of attendance when
advertising events. Every event invitation
or advertisement should include a section
titled 'Those who attend can expect the
following benefits' or wording to that effect.

Absence of clear actions at the end of
events: Events have so far focussed on
knowledge exchange and developing a
better understanding of the full dynamics
of the problem. We also need to consider
how we communicate learning to the
wider network as events are attended by
around 40 per cent of the network (and
not by the same 40 per cent each time).
We will establish mechanisms for capture
and disseminate key learning.

Impact and policy links: In line with the
network's commitment to supporting the
Research Excellence Framework Impact
Agenda and facilitating closer linkages
between fuel poverty research and policy
and practice. We will continue to promote
and broker partnerships between
academic members and those working in
policy and practice through all events and
activities.




® Other networks exist (i.e. EU Fuel

Poverty Network), albeit with different
aims and philosophies. We need to
articulate our distinct purpose and also
forge connections where fruitful and
appropriate to do so. This will be
particularly important if the FPRN seeks
to further develop its international offer.

The committee consists of academics
and may place increasing pressure on the
four members as the network grows and
develops. We need to expand the
committee to encompass non-academic
members.

Increase the diversity of network
members: We are aware of particular
gaps in our member profile including
representatives of the public health
community, group representing the
interests of BAME communities and
producers and users of fuel poverty
research in Wales and Northern Ireland.
We will conduct a stakeholder mapping
exercise to identify groups or individuals
that represent missing perspectives and
invite to join the network.

The network has no budget and is run
on a voluntary basis by the current co-
ordinators and organisations hosting
events on behalf of the network have
generally subsidised events. Future
development of the network (particularly
the creation of research funding
opportunities and bursaries) will require
the network to secure funding/raise
revenue from members or both. Certainly,
charging modest registration fees will as
we have done for the last two events will
need to continue. We will pursue
opportunities to secure grant funding for
network initiatives and consult on and
review possibility of modest membership
fee with members in 2018.

6. Network resources and
contact details

If you want to get in touch with us about this
document or to provide ideas and feedback in
relation to any aspect of our work, then you
can do so in the following ways:

B Email the coordination group:
fporncommittee@gmail.com

B Email the network:
FPRN@JISCMAIL.AC.UK *

B Visit our website:
http://www.fuelpovertyresearch.net/

® Follow us on Twitter: @FuelPovertyRN

*Please note: emails sent to this address will
go to all network members.
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