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The problem



Project aims
• Trial community development led approach in 3 

communities to build skills, confidence and 
capacity to change approach to energy

• Identify what processes and resources work in 
deprived communities 

• Develop replicable processes which communities 
and agencies can  use to build community energy 
action in similar communities in England and 
Wales. 



Three communities
• Hamp in Bridgewater

• Duffryn in Newport

• Penhill in Swindon



• Summer 2017 – pre 
XR , pre Greta

• Interviews and 
workshops with 3 
participants from 
each community

• Starting point of  
knowledge of energy 
system

Ethnographic research



Ethnography findings
• Energy reduction isn’t a 

priority

• ‘Energy literacy’ better 
than anticipated

• Renewables are a hot 
topic!

• Scepticism about fairness



Community Engagement



Engaging with intermediaries



• Training on 
energy 
efficiency and 
social media 
campaigning

• Co-delivering 
events

Building capacity and skills



Reality check for more ambitious aims



Capturing and sharing learning
• Learning log

• Interviews

• Blogs

• Toolkit??

• Sharing with others



Thank you
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